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navia, but there was no occasion for such*
anxiety. The atmosphere may be local, the char-*
acter is universal. Every man who studies his
own heart will probably find there a clue to the
interpretation of Peer Gynt. If we have found
deliverance it has only been by stern dealing with
our wayward hearts.

" Peer Gynt" is the story of a man who goes
out into the world to please himself, whose main
object is to escape difficulty, and who carries with
him, as a prized portion of his spiritual equip-
ment, sensitive antennae quick to detect and to
shrink from any obstacle which lies in the way.
His only method of dealing with such a hin-
drance is to go around it, a practice in which
he at last became so proficient that he made it
an open boast. His ingenuity in this art gains
him superficial success, so that it is not until late
in life that he makes the discovery that, a man's
true self cannot be found by that method. Self-
seeking does not lead, as he had expected it would,
to self-fulfilment; on the contrary its destiny is
self-annihilation. That in one word Is the burden
of Ibsen's message in " Peer Gynt."

There is much in the drama which is not so